
I United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 
09/550,990 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



04/17/2000 



Kevin Kok Chan 



7590 



12/12/2003 

Robert M Trepp 

IBM Corporation Intellectual Property Law 
Po Box 218 

Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 



YOR9-1996-0118US3 



1664 



EXAMINER 



OWENS, DOUGLAS W 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2811 

DATE MAILED: 12/12/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO 90C (Rev 10/03) 



Advisory Action 



Application No. 

09/550,990 



Examiner Art Unit 

Douglas W Owens 281 1 

-Th MAILING DATE of this communication appears on th cov r sheet with th correspond nee address - 



Applicant(s) 

CHAN ETAL. 



Th*r!££ 75, N ° v< ? mber 2 , 003 fAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE 

Sf. r rl ?re ; flJrthe i ^"by the applicant ,s re 9 uired t0 avoid abandonment of this application. A proper reply to a 
SSn^nStn?! % R V n , m rT y J# t .- be ei ? er: (1) 8 timely filed amendment which places the ap^Cation in 
ESSXSH (S^ (With appeal fee): ° r ® a timely filed R ~r Continued 

PERIOD FOR REPI Y [check either a) or b)] 

a) M The period for reply expires 3_months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

b) □ The period for reply expires on: (1 ) the mailing date of this Advisory Action, or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whichever is later In no 

n^v S w tutory period for reply expire later tnan SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection 

7« 07(5) F ' RST REPLY F ' LED WITH ' N ™° M0NTHS OF THE FINAL REJECTION. See MPEP 

h»« ^Th ^ te ° btained f?.* 37 CFR 1 1 36(a) - The date on the P etition under 37 CFR 1 1 3 6(a) and the appropriate extension fee 
S r%p ^ the da e for purposes of determm.ng the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee. The appropriate extension fee under 

S LI • f ^t C H IC A ated (1 ,h A eXp j ration date of ,he shortened s,atutor y period f ° r re P'y originally set in the final Office action; or (2)Ts si forthTn 
iir^n^ la,6r tha " ^ m °" ,hS after « he date * *• ™ -n if timely fiied, rnay reduced 

1.D A Notice of Appeal was filed on . Appellant's Brief must be filed within the period set forth in 

37 CFR 1.192(a), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 1.191(d)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. 
2.IS The proposed amendments) will not be entered because: 

(a) □ they raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below): 

(b) □ they raise the issue of new matter (see Note below); 

(c) |£l they are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the 

issues for appeal; and/or 

(d) fj3 they present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. 

NOTE: See Continuation Sheet . 
3-D Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejections): . 

4. D Newly proposed or amended claim(s) would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment 

canceling the non-allowable claim(s). 

5. D The a)D affidavit, b)D exhibit, or c)D request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the 

application in condition for allowance because: . 

6. D The affidavit or exhibit will NOT be considered because it is not directed SOLELY to issues which were newly 

raised by the Examiner in the final rejection. 

7.I3 For purposes of Appeal, the proposed amendment(s) a)EI will not be entered or b)D will be entered and an 
explanation of how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 
The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: . 



Claim(s) rejected: 30.33 . 

Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: 



8. D The drawing correction filed on is a)D approved or b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

9. Q Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s)( PTO-1449) Paper No(s). . 

10. D Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Offi 
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Advisory Action 



Part of Paper No. 1 2082003 



Continuation She t (PTOL^303) Application No. 

09/550,990 

Continuation of 2. NOTE: The Applicant argues that there is no motivation in the art to combine the teaching of Kudoh with that of 
Coleman, Jr. et al. Coleman, Jr. et al. teaches that a thin layer of Ti02 has a very desirable property when applied over thin gate 
dielectrics (as are often needed in MOSFETs). The Ti02 plugs pinhole defects in thin gate oxides and greatly increases yields (See 
Coleman, Jr. et al., Col. 1 lines 25 - 35). 
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